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GM Dmitry Gurevich, Photo Betsy Dynako 




At the Chicago Class Championships last weekend, from the U700 to the Master’s section faces twisted with concentration and eyes blazed with determination. (See MSA for crosstables and rating changes in all sections.) GM Dmitry Gurevich picked off Andrew Karklins in the last round to take a clear first with 4/5 points.  A four-way tie for 2nd was cemented with an early last round draw between Sam Shankland and Angelo Young.  Mesgen Amanov and Dr. Aung Thant Zin drew after a long battle and joined the tie with 3.5 points.  Dmitry Gurevich provided CLO with his crucial win over GM Amanov: 
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[Gurevich,Dmitriy]



1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 e6 5.e3 Nbd7
6.Qc2 Bd6 7.Be2 0-0 8.b3 dxc4 9.bxc4 e5 10.0-0 Re8 11.Rd1

[image: 11.rd1gurevich.jpg]



11...Qc7?! 12.c5 Bf8 13.Bc4 h6 

13...Re7
14.Ba3 exd4 15.exd4 Nb8

14.Qb3 Re7 15.Ba3!  
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15.Nh4 exd4 16.exd4 b5 17.cxb6 Nxb6 18.Ng6 Re8 19.Bf4 Qb7
20.Nxf8 Nxc4 21.Qxc4 Rxf8 22.Rab1 (22.Be5 Be6) 22...Qa6

 15...exd4 

15...g6;
15...g5!? M.Amanov; 15...Rb8 16.Rac1

 16.exd4 Nb8 17.Re1
Rxe1+ 18.Rxe1 b5 19.cxb6 axb6 
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20.Ne5!+- 

 20.Bxf8 Kxf8 (20...b5
21.Re7) 21.Ne5 Ng4!? M. Amanov.. but 22.Nb5! cxb5 23.Ng6+ (23.Qb4+ Kg8 24.Bxf7+
Kh7 (24...Kh8 25.Qf8+) ) 23...Kg8 (23...fxg6 24.Qb4+) 24.Re8+ Kh7
25.Nf8+ Kh8 26.Nd7+ Kh7 27.Bd3+ f5 28.Bxf5+ g6 29.Qf7#

20...Bxa3 21.Bxf7+
Kh8 22.Qc2! 
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22.Ng6+ Kh7 23.Qc2? (23.Qxa3!
Rxa3 24.Nf8+ Kh8 25.Ng6+) 23...Qxf7 24.Ne5+ Bf5 M. Amanov (24...Kg8
25.Nxf7 Kxf7 26.Qb3+ Kg6 27.Qxb6) 25.Qxf5+ g6 26.Qb1 Qg7; 22.Bg6!? Ra7
23.Nf7+ Kg8 24.Nxh6+ Kh8 25.Re8+

22...g5 

22...Qd6 23.Ng6+ Kh7 24.Re8!
M.Amanov (24.Nh4+ Kh8 25.Nb5) 24...Nxe8 25.Nf8+ Kh8 26.Qh7#; 22...Bd6
23.Ng6+ Kh7 24.Nf8+ Kh8 25.Qh7+ Nxh7 26.Ng6#

23.Qg6 Bf8 24.Qxf6+
Bg7 25.Ng6+ Kh7 26.Nf8+ Kh8 27.Qg6 Bf5 28.Qxf5 Bxf8 29.Qf6+ 1-0
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Lawrence Cohen also sent the score and a few of his notes on Gurevich's final round win over Karklins.  
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1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 Bb4+ 4.Nd2 a5 5.Bg2
Nc6 6.Ngf3 d6 7.0-0 e5 8.e3 a4 9.Nb1 Bd7 10.a3 Ba5 11.dxe5 Nxe5 12.Nxe5
dxe5 13.Bxb7 Rb8 14.Bg2 

White has won a pawn, and in compensation Black has
pressure down the b file. 

14...0-0 15.Bd2 c5 16.Qc2 Bxd2 17.Nxd2 Qa5 18.Ne4
Nxe4 19.Bxe4 g6 20.Rfd1 Be6 21.Rd3 

An excellent move that threatens to double
the Rooks on the file, and prevents Black from playing Rb3. 

21... Rfd8
22.Bd5 Bf5 23.e4 Bh3 24.b3 Bd7 25.b4 cxb4 26.Qd2 ! 

[image: after26.qd2gurkark.jpg]

A great move by GM
Gurevich. Not only can Black not do anything with the b pawn, but there is now
the threat of Bxf7. Black needed to guard against that threat, as trades are
not good here for the second player.

 26...Qc5 27.Bxf7+ Kxf7 28.Rxd7+ Rxd7
29.Qxd7+ Qe7 30.Qd5+ Kg7 31.axb4 Rxb4 32.Kg2 

This allows the Rook of the
first rank, as there are now no worries over back rank checks. 

32...Qc7
33.c5 Rd4 34.Qa8 Qxc5 35.Rxa4 Rxa4 36.Qxa4 Qc7

 From this point on we see
Grandmaster technique!

37.Qb4 Kf7 38.Qd2 Kg7 39.h4 Qe7 40.Qg5 Qc7 41.h5 Qd6 42.Kh3 Kf7
43.Kh4 Qd4 44.f3 Qc3 45.Qh6 Qxf3 46.Qxh7+ Kf6 47.Qh8+   Kf7
48.hxg6+ Ke6 49.Qg8+ 1-0

 




Sam Shankland has been on a whirlwind East Coast tour lately, and the Chicago Class was the last of his stops. Here's a game from him over Nguyen Tam: 
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I would have preferred to annotate my game
against Mesgen Amanov, but it gives away too much of my opening preparation.
After asking my friend Alex Betaneli which game I should annotate, he suggested
this one as it can show some readers a slow and positional yet very powerful way
of playing against the Alekhine defense. 

1.e4 Nf6 

The Alekhine defense 

2.e5
Nd5 3.d4 d6 4.Nf3 dxe5

This is the main move, but intuitively I would
prefer to play Bg4 as Black here- Those positions tend to seem a little more
comfortable. 4...Bg4 5.Be2 e6 6.0-0 Be7 7.c4 Nb6 8.Nc3 0-0 9.Be3 Nc6 10.exd6
cxd6 11.b3 d5 12.c5 Nc8 This is the mainline of Bg4. White probably has a
slight advantage but Black does have some play against the weak d4 pawn
involving moves like Bf6, N8e7-f5, etc.

5.Nxe5 g6 6.Be2

 This is also
not the main move, Bc4 is, however Be2 does have the merit of leaving c4
available to the pawn. [6.Bc4 c6 7.0-0 Bg7 8.Re1 0-0 9.Bb3 Be6 And black doesn't
look to have too many problems.] 

6...Bg7 7.0-0 0-0 8.c4 Nb6 9.Nc3 c6?! 

9...c5
If black can get away with this move, he is likely just fine. However, here it
looks a bit suspect. 10.dxc5 Bxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 12.cxb6 axb6 (12...Bxc3
13.bxc3 axb6 14.Be3 Nd7 15.Rfd1) 13.Nd5; 9...Be6! I believe this is the
best move. 10.c5 Intuitively this looks strange as it gives white a backward
pawn on d4 and black a nice outpost on d5, but after Nd5 Bf3! white does get
some pressure. (10.b3 c5 The point. Now white will not be able to play
dxc5 followed by Nd5 because- well everything is hanging.) 10...Nd5
11.Bf3 c6 12.Re1

 10.Bf4! 

Protecting e5 in all key variations and
developing the bishop to its best square. 

10...Be6 11.b3 N8d7  

[image: after11...nd7.jpg]

12.Nf3! 

 White
must not trade pieces or else Black will be OK. Now Black is cramped and cannot
connect his rooks. [12.Nxd7 Qxd7; 12.Re1 Nxe5 13.Bxe5 Bxe5 14.dxe5 Qc7=

12...Nf6 

12...c5?! 13.Qd2 White threatens d5 13...cxd4 14.Nxd4 Nc5 15.Rad1 White
will likely get the bishop pair, and his bishop on e2 which never looked to
have a good future will enjoy a fine post on f3, eyeing the weak long diagonal
and putting pressure on black's queenside.

13.Qd2 Bg4 

13...Qd7 14.Ne5!
Now that the white knight cannot get kicked it comes back. 14...Qc8 15.Rad1
Nfd7 16.Nf3 Same business- if Black keeps doing this White will just keep
gaining time.

14.Rad1 Bxf3

 Black voluntarily exchanges his bishop to
try to free up some space for his pieces. 

15.Bxf3 Qd7? 

Now Black's
position is close to hopeless. 15...Rc8 And White surely has a big advantage
but Black is holding on.

 16.d5!+- c5 

16...cxd5 17.c5 Winning easily

 17.Rfe1


The rest requires no commentary.

 17...Rfe8 18.Nb5 Nc8 19.Nc7 Nd6 20.Nxa8
Rxa8 21.Qe3 Bf8 22.Qxc5 b6 23.Qc6 Qxc6 24.dxc6 Rc8 25.Bg5 Kg7 26.Rd3 h6 27.Bc1
Nfe8 28.Bb2+ f6 29.a4 Rc7 30.Re6 Rc8 31.h4 Nc7 
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32.Rdxd6 exd6 33.Rxf6 Be7
34.Rxd6+ Kf7 35.Rd7 1-0
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IM Sam Shankland at the Chicago Class Championships 








Whether or not the fifth round would ever begin in the Class A section was up for debate. Passion got the best of Kent Cen and Joseph De Luna Barbin when they went an estimated 200 moves thanks to five second delay and maybe their lack of knowledge about rules. Well after the Masters and Experts had entered the playing hall, pairings in hand for their last game, a crowd still hung on to see the game end. Unsurprisingly, there was neither an exciting win nor a devastating loss as the Queen vs. Queen, Pawn game ended in a draw.
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In the Class D and lower sections many of the younger players were a buzz about two brothers from Wisconsin 1st grader Awonder and little brother 3rd grader Adream Liang.    Maybe it was all in a name but these young brothers sparked fear in the hearts of their slightly older competitors.  Awonder tied with five others for 2nd place with four points, while Bohdan Khomtchouk and Arron Jing shared 1st.  



If your passion was for love a bridal show was conveniently located on the first floor of the hotel.  Hard to imagine too many of the chessplayers were distracted by this. As Vince Pinkus, of Cicero, IL,  put it, “I just want to play chess.”  
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Chicago Class Champ Dmitry Gurevich in his final round game against Andrew Karklins. 




			



		 

				
			Read or Write Comments on this Article
(4 so far)		

				
			[image: Advertisement]		

		



  
  
  		
			

July - Chess Life Online 2009

The Chess Party Begins in Indiana U.S. Chess School Comes to the Marshall:  Part II Yang Dai Sweeps in Texas!Nakamura Chess960 World Champ!Josh Blogs From Brazil GM Joel on Judging a Sacrifice Nakamura to Face Aronian in Chess960 Final Yang Dai 4-0 with a round to go in Texas   Howard Stern Auction Benefits Heisman Charity 2009 U.S. Open Chess in Education Workshop U.S. Chess School Comes to the Marshall 60 Girls Arrive in Texas to Vie for National Title Continental Kicks Off in Brazil Jean on Gary’s Adventures in Chess CountryExecutive Board Election Results are in Jesse Wins Futurity; Dean Wins 1st FIDE EventPacific Coast Open Draws Big Summer Crowd U.S. Open Coming Soon:  Simuls and Details on the Five SpotsWrap-up from Milwaukee:  Fun & AnalysisGurevich Takes Chicago Class Becerra Takes on all Online ComersAmericans in CanadaTandem Analysis:  Robson and LendermanNewsflash:  Becerra Wins U.S. Class Update From the U.S. Class The U.S. Chess Scoop Episode 4 GM Joel on How to Make FMHouston Open set for July 24-26Access Delgates Call Bryan Smith is Norm-Hunting in CreteNakamura Wins in San Sebastian Newsflash:  Robson Wins Junior Closed Chess Without Borders:  Philanthropy on the Board Live From Milwaukee:  Robson Leads and Analyzes    Live From Milwaukee:  Sam Annotates and Photos from Open   Andrew Ng is the 2009 Cadet Champion! U.S. Junior Closed Begins with UpsetRosen Wins Junior Open as Closed Kicks Off No Mercy Nakamura in Spain Dr.Ira Lee Riddle, 1946-2009 Andrew Ng Leads Cadets Agarwal, Shen, and Tanaka Take Early Lead at CadetsKasparov and Obama Meet in Russia Nakamura Beats Karpov in SpainHilton on the World Open:  Lenderman Dances; Nakamura and Najer Tie for 1stHilton on the World Open:  Nakamura and Mikhalevski Lead The U.S. Chess Scoop:  Episode 3Jennifer Shows a Hulachess ExcerptU.S. Junior Closed Field & Schedule Set The Stars Come Out for the World Open
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online
	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





