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Topalov and Polgar playing blindfold in Spain, Photo courtesy New In Chess 




Blindfold Chess by Eliot Hearst and John Knott is the winner of the Fred Cramer Award for the Best Chess Book of 2009, sponsored by the U.S. Chess Federation, the Chess Journalists of America, and the U.S. Chess Trust.



"We are pleased that the award committee thought our book qualified despite its rather unusual subject matter." Hearst said. 



Eliot Hearst and John Knott independently began researching Blindfold Chess in the 70s and then decided to collaborate on the book in the 90s, making for 75 years of total combined work on the book! Eliot is a professor at the University of Arizona and John Knott is an expert on maritime law who got into blindfold chess by studying Morphy's games. 

 

Eliot Hearst told CLO how he got into blindfold chess, and what interests him about it: 



As a serious player I have always been interested in blindfold chess, but when experimental psychology started to overshadow my interest in chess I taught courses and did research in human and animal memory, learning, imagery, expertise, etc. Eventually connections between my interests in psych and chess became more and more obvious and BFC, a relatively unexplored field, took on special meaning (a great but somewhat naive book on BFC was written by Alfred Binet in the 1890s). So something really seemed missing from the chess literature, the only major book on the subject being more than a century old. John got into BFC through studying Morphy's games and trying to play blindfold himself. John and I wanted to fill that gap, coming at it from different professions.   



 I was also interested in the fact that many great players have said that BFC really improved their regular chess.... Lots of players have said that the pieces actually get in the way of analyzing and calculating and you must recall photos of Kasparov or Svidler or Ivanchuk staring at the ceiling or covering their eyes while playing regular games.

  

You can purchase the book on USCF Sales  and read more about it on the Blindfold Chess website  which includes an excerpt from the book  and a blog.
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August - Chess Life Online 2009

Experience Beats Youth in Amsterdam Back to School with Ask GM Joel Lenderman Takes Atlantic OpenU.S. Women's Team Off to China! U.S. Chess Scoop #6 Ian Rogers on Beliavsky-CaruanaBlindfold Chess is Book of the Year Final Photo Gallery From Chicago Saint Louis to Host 2010 U.S. Championship Letter From Jerry Nash Nakamura Falters Against Ljubojevic Kosteniuk Simul at The National K-12 Robson Nets Norm #2 in Chicago Norm-Hunting at the Chicago InvitationalChess Journalists of America AwardsGM Ian Rogers on Amsterdam Adult Membership Dues Change Chess Action Begins in Chicago Nakamura Scores but Experience Maintains Lead Five Golds for the US Team in Argentina! Nakamura in Amsterdam Team Experience Wins Round 1 in Amsterdam Gold for Tanuj in Pan-Am Youth!!Finegold on the Summer Chess Academy Rising Stars vs. Experience Starts Tomorrow Arthur, Annie and Tanuj Still Perfect in Argentina Five Perfect at the Pan-Am Youth Friedel on Missing Out in Brazil Baseball at 10 Boards an Hour 23 Americans in Argentina for Pan-Am YouthHow to Score a Summer Upset The Final Five in IndianaRobson Nets Norm and Ties for First in Norway! USCF Revokes Memberships of Polgar and TruongSix Tie in U.S. Open; Gurevich Wins Official Title Lenderman and Kudrin Lead in IndianaU.S. Chess Scoop #5Roaming the Halls in Indiana Mulyar Perfect as Stars Join in IndianaAmerican Teens Abroad:  Ray Leads in Norway; Ostrovskiy in Curacao Abby Marshall on her Denker Win Two Michaels on Perfect Scores at the U.S. OpenU.S. Championship Flashback Antal Tops Tournament of College ChampsICC Interview with Greg Shahade Abby Marshall:  First Female to Win Denker! Abby 5-0 in Denker; 11 Still Perfect in Open Greg Nolan wins 7th Holly Heisman fundraiserBig Upset in the Open; Abby and Patrick Lead Denker Five Lead in WCL Tournament of College ChampsIvanov and Shabalov Advance to World Cup Denker Heats up Fast; Wide Gaps in Main Event
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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