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"Up and down the grades, one trend stands out: It's New York Vs. Texas at this years championship."



Houston, 12:01 AM, Sunday, December 8



Just
past midnight, heading into the final day of the K-12/Collegiate
Championship, a veritable posse of coaches (myself included) from New
York's Hunter College begins its annual Saturday late-night ritual at
the wall charts. The sheriff is Sunil Weeramantry and together we're
gathering intelligence.




We have teams in most grades, six of which are among the top
five after 5 rounds of play. 9th grade may be our best chance at a
First Place as we cling to a half point edge over Arizona's Gilbert
High School. 5th grade is going to be a nail biter; Hunter is tied with
T.H. Rogers, a local Houston favorite on 10.5 points, with five other
teams within one and a half points of the lead. The remaining grades
are an outside shot at best.



Up
and down the K through 12, however, one trend stands out: It's New York
Vs. Texas at this years championship. The "old guard," schools like New
York's Horace Mann, Dalton and Hunter have fielded strong teams for
decades, and younger programs such as Columbia Grammar and I.S. 318 now
join the bi-annual pilgrimage to Nationals around the country. But this
year more Texas teams top the charts than those from the Big Apple.



No
doubt the home-court advantage (read: easy and affordable travel
arrangements) plays a role, but the teams fielded by the likes of
Canyon Vista Middle School from Austin, Houston's Village School, and
the aforementioned T.H. Rogers are turning in impressive scores. Canyon
Vista leads in both 6th and 8th grades with 12.5 points (out of a
possible 15). T.H. Rogers is on top in 1st as well as 5th grades on
10.5 points.



Texas
and New York are dueling it out as well in, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, and 8th
grades with surprisingly few interlopers bucking the trend. 4th grade,
strangely, is all New York, with Ramaz and P.S. 6 joining Hunter,
Columbia Grammar, and Horace Mann (with a strong lead) atop the
standings.



Dalton
is unusually weak here, with several stronger players staying home,
according to their coach, David MacEnulty. Columbia Grammar has
strength in numbers: Thirty-three kids -- the largest of any squad.




Sunil decides to turn in. A welcome surprise for us --
wrapping up before 1:00 AM is an early night. We'll take our shots in
the lone star state tomorrow. Anything can happen on the final day.



Game Highlights 



Here are some interesting games from the leaders so far. To see more games, go to Monroi's coverage of the K-12.  



In tenth grade Shinsau Uesugi (2007 Japanese Champion!), is leading with 4.5/5. 
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Igor Schneider and Keaton Kiewra are tied for the lead in the Collegiate section, with 4.5/5 each. They face off in round six. 
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In the 5th grade section, recent silver medalist in the Girls Under 12 World Youth Sarah Chiang has 4.5/5 (as does Ellen Xiang who also played in the Girls Under 12), but Jarod Pamatmat, who played in the Boys Under 10 section of the World Youth is on top along with Kevin Rosenberg with 5/5. Kevin is from New York, and Jarod is from Texas, so even in the individual standings,  the New York-Texas theory holds true. 
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In the 12th grade section, Denker champion Warren Harper from Texas is leading with 5/5. 



Macauley Peterson recently earned his Masters
in Film Studies from the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. He's
coaching for Hunter, his alma mater, for the 10th year, has traveled to
Nationals as a player or coach for over 20 years, and can be reached at 
www.MacauleyPeterson.com. Check for more K-12/Collegiate coverage Monday, with tons of photos by Betsy Dynako. Also look for the March issue of Chess Life Magazine for an article on the event by Elizabeth Vicary.  
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Make your tax-deductible donation to the Phillip LeCornu Memorial Olympiad Fund



USCF Benefactors




Register for an Upcoming USCF National Event

Registration now open for 2016 spring national scholastic events!
Where to play USCF rated online chess? 

On ICC

On Chess.com


			



		 

				

				
			

December  - Chess Life Online 2007

 64 Square TourNakamura and Pruess Take VegasFour teams Perfect at Pan-AmsArizona and Chicago Join the USCLHoliday Tournaments UnderwayHoliday Chess TriviaKuljasevic Wins GM Norm in DallasDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part II GM Joel on the World Youth Gata Wins World Cup!! Kamsky Closes in on Title with DrawKamsky Wins With White! Kamsky Draws Shirov with BlackNew York Triumphs at GradesShirov and Kamsky Head to FinalPlay Like Ray!Kamsky Wins; Moves to Finals! Winners List In at the K-12Kamsky and Carlsen Draw 1st GameIt's New York vs. Texas in HoustonThe Games Begin in HoustonKamsky Moves to Final Four!Fabiano Caruana is the 2007 Italian ChampionDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part I.Gata Escapes With a DrawAbby Wraps Up the World YouthKamsky Knocks Svidler Out! GM Joel on the 7-year-old variationKamsky and Svidler Head to TiebreakUSCF News:  MAP and Junior Grand Prix Kamsky and Svidler Draw 1st game 
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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